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The Pennsylvania School Press Association sponsors this online evaluation as a service to student journalists and their advisers. Each
scorebook provides commendations and recommendations to staffs for improvement as well as to include guidelines and trends in online
journalism.

Each summer PSPA offers an evaluation service for publications. Advisers may submit student publications to be evaluated. Publications
are eligible for recognition as follows: gold, silver, and bronze. PSPA announces All-State awards in the spring of each school year. All
Gold Award-winning publications are automatically entered into a second round of judging to determine All-State Awards. This second
round of judging is completed by an out-of-state judge.

PSPA uses a holistic approach to scoring publications. The scorebooks are designed to maximize the feedback received from the judge.

While PSPA strives to promote good journalism, it does not want to dictate policy to individual publications. Judges are instructed to
approach each publication on its own terms, according to its editorial philosophy. If your staff has chosen to explore new journalistic
territory or to contradict commonly held standards, it is important that you explain the reason for these ventures in the comments you
share with the entry. Note that junior high and middle school publications are held to age-appropriate standards.

A GOLD AWARD publication consistently demonstrates mastery of journalistic standards in terms of content, writing, design,
immediacy, and photography. The publication need not be perfect, nor need to represent the state-of-the-art trends, but it does achieve
excellence in each area.

A SILVER AWARD publication demonstrates adherence to the basic principles of journalism, but may have one or two problem areas
which keep it from overall excellence. The publication may not have a distinct "personality," or it may simply need to perfect its execution
of a few problem areas.

A BRONZE AWARD demonstrates an incomplete or inconsistent mastery of journalistic concepts. This publication needs substantial
work on content, writing, design, and/or photography. It may rely too much on journalistic jargon or gimmicks and/or may not take a
sufficiently journalistic approach. It may also exhibit careless editing, libel, poor taste, or “yellow journalism”.

This critique represents the standards developed and published by the National Scholastic Press Association. Revised July 2023



ADVISER’S NOTES ON SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES: (If blank, none submitted.)

FOUR CATEGORIES:
e UNIFYING ELEMENTS
e LAYOUT AND DESIGN
e LITERATURE
e ART

FOR EACH CRITERIA:
e ABOVE STANDARD
e AT STANDARD
e BELOW STANDARD
e NOTES ON COMMENDATIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS



SECTION: UNIFYING ELEMENTS

STANDARD

ABOVE
STANDARD

STANDARD

BELOW
STANDARD

COMMENDATIONS FOR THIS
SECTION

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THIS
SECTION

The cover creates an inviting impression
and uses a style that is appropriate for the
publication.

O

O

O

The title, theme/concept and year appear
on the front cover.

Folios, motifs, and graphic elements
enhance the overall design.

A specific style and consistency is
maintained in the publication to create
overall quality. Basic elements like columns
and typefaces are maintained.

There is a balance of student-generated art
and literature throughout the publication.

The table of contents is complete and
accurate.

The title page lists the name of the
publication, school, address, year, and
volume.

The colophon explains the editorial policies
regarding submission, philosophy, and
advertising (if applicable.)

The publication remains professional
throughout the site.

Each entry includes appropriate credit to
the creator.







SECTION: LAYOUT AND DESIGN

STANDARD

ABOVE
STANDARD

STANDARD

BELOW
STANDARD

COMMENDATIONS FOR THIS
SECTION

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THIS
SECTION

Page designs enhance the publication.
Spreads are cohesive and creatively
express the theme.

O

O

O

Copy is placed logically on the page.
Columns, justification, and margins are
consistent for each genre. These are also
consistent from spread to spread.

Type and graphics are consistent and
provide consistency throughout the
publication. They enhance each piece of art
and literature.

Color and white space are used
appropriately.




SECTION: LITERATURE

STANDARD

ABOVE
STANDARD

STANDARD

BELOW
STANDARD

COMMENDATIONS FOR THIS
SECTION

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THIS
SECTION

A variety of genres are included. Entries can
include short story, poetry, plays, creative
nonfiction, interviews, reviews, editorials,
musical compositions, second language
presentations with translations, as
applicable. Variety is important

O

O

O

Literary devices are evident including
appropriate use of dialogue, strong
characters, and effective description.

Musical scores, plays, and interviews
present authentic and new approaches to a
topic. Musical selections should be
performable.

Poetic techniques such as rhyme, imagery,
rhythm, form, and meter are evident.

Strong composition (diction, sentence
structure, and word choice) demonstrate
linguistic control.

All materials are fresh and creative without
being trite.

Proofreading and editing are evident
throughout the publication.




SECTION: ART

STANDARD aove - |ar o |Eeow | COMMENDATIONS FOR THIS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THIS
SECTION SECTION

Each art presentation exhibits a O O 0O
stand-alone quality.

Artistic presentations include a wide variety O O O
of techniques, including digital art, painting,
drawing, photography, 3-D art, and mixed
media and exhibit sophistication in
technique.

Photography demonstrates a strong O O O
understanding of shape, balance, color,
depth of field, repetition, rule of thirds, focal
point, composition and contrast.

Paintings and drawing exhibit sophistication O O O
in techniques and strong knowledge of the

art form.

Photographs, digital and 3D art, and mixed O O O

media demonstrate sophistication in
techniques and strong knowledge of the art
form.

JUDGE’S OVERALL COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:



